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Wildcat football brings
the GNAC trophy home to
Ellensburg
~ See page 10

The second annual Not in Our
Kittitas County march made its
way through town on Monday.
~ See page 3
Xander Fu/The Observer

After marching through town, students and community members gathered in front of the Wildcat statue on the SURC patio for one last stand before heading back to their homes for the night.

Scene

A picture is worth a thousand words
CWU’s fall play “Good Kids” explores themes
of assault, humiliation and high school drama
By Tai Jackson
Staff Reporter

Imagine having to deal with gossip,
scandal, sexual assault and public embarrassment on top of the everyday struggles
of being a teenage girl. That is the exact
scenario portrayed during “Good Kids,”
a play about a young girl’s life, based on
an actual event that occurred in Steubenville, Ohio.
A video was recorded and posted all
over social media that showed a girl being sexually assaulted by one of the high
school football players. Embarrassed and
scared, her life instantly turned upside
down and she had to ﬁnd a way to deal
with the whispers.
The play is performed in a Greek Chorus form, where one scene may begin
while another is just ﬁnishing up on the
opposite side of the stage.
Patrick Dizney, associate professor
of performance and the director of the
“Good Kids,” explained that the play is
designed to reach the local high school
and CWU campus community between
the ages of 14 to 25 about the issues behind rape and sexual assault.
Although sexual assault is sometimes
talked about during school, many young
people still don’t understand the consequences such actions can have on another person’s reputations and psyche.

“I want people to realize how complacent we are in supporting a culture
in which victims have a diﬃcult time
prosecuting,” Dizney said. “Victims are
shamed, and so I believe this play is shedding some light on the issue.”
Dizney has directed between 12 and15
plays over the years. For this particular
play, he directs a production crew of
about 20 to 30 people. The crew is split
up into actors, technicians, makeup,
wardrobe and lab students who work behind the scenes setting up the backdrop
and props for the play.
“The play is not all sad. It goes by
very quickly and it’s quite entertaining,”
Dizney said.
Dizney, the actors and the crew work together to bring to light the damage sexual
assault can cause while also recognizing today’s easy access to social media and technology and how it impacts millennials.
“I hope people will think about [how]
their actions—like the acceptance of
watching porn—expedite their own behaviors and recognize the question, ‘Do
my actions contribute to a culture in
which things become more diﬃcult for
victims to advocate for themselves?’”
Dizney said.
- See “Good Kids” page 6-7

Jack Lambert/The Observer

Jill Faulk and Reilly Smith talk and “drive” during their rehearsal practice.
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Multiple advocates have ﬁled a lawsuite against Attorney General Jeﬀ Sessions, claiming its Schedule 1 classiﬁcation on marijuana is unconstitutional.

12-year-old Texas native sues Sessions

By Eric Rosane
News Editor

Most 12-year-olds spend their
days in school, playing video
games or hanging with their peers
outside during extra-curricular activities. For Alexis Bortell,
however, she’s spent the last few
months ﬁghting Attorney General of the United States Jeﬀ Sessions for federal marijuana rights.
Bortell grew up in Texas and
was diagnosed with a form of epileptic seizures that ruptured her life
at age seven. Bortell would spend
most days in the nurse’s oﬃce due
to the multiple seizures that she
would have to ﬁght through.
After years of taking a variety
of FDA regulated medicines, all
of which were unable to help Bortell with her seizures, her and her
family decided to turn to medical
marijuana. They then moved from
Texas to Larkspur, Colorado, according to the case document.
This action, brought on not
only by Bortell herself, but also
former NFL defensive-end Marvin Washington and the Canna-

bis Cultural Association, aims to
declare the CSA’s (Controlled
Substance Act) ruling on marijuana as a schedule 1 drug as
unconstitutional.
“Cannabis arose out of the
enactment of legislation... and
implemented and enforced at
the federal level by those who
have chosen to disregard its scientiﬁc properties and beneﬁts,
and have been motivated by hatred and outright bigotry,” the
plaintiﬀs said in their case.
With the assistance of wholeplant cannabis, a high form of
THC plant, Bortell has gone
two years seizure free.
Bortell hopes to be able to attend college in her home state of
Texas, but due to the state laws
regarding medicinal marijuana
in that state, she believes that she
won’t be able to continue her
marijuana therapy in that state.
Through Texas’s State Department of Education, Bortell
would be able to receive free tuition for college. She would not
be able to receive the same beneﬁts if she were to go to a college
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in Colorado.
Plaintiﬀ Jose Belen, a US
Army Veteran, joins Bortell
and Washington in their case
against Sessions. Belen was
deployed in 2003 to Kuwait
during the invasion of Iraq.
After returning home from
war, Belen began to develop a
form of Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD) from when
he served in Iraq.
Belen soon after began using
medical marijuana as treatment
for his PTSD, which stemmed
primarily from seeing some of
his platoon mates and fellow
friends killed in action.
Under plans provided by the
Veterans Administration, Belen claims that medical marijuana, or any marijuana-related treatment, is not covered.
Therefore Belen would be
unable to receive prescriptions
for medical marijuana in order
to treat his PTSD.
29 states currently have laws
broadly legalizing marijuana,
whether it be medicinal or
recreational.

We are so close to the end everyone! With only a few more weeks
left in the quarter and Thanksgiving right around the corner, I just
wanted to lay down some words for
all of us who are struggling to pull
through this quarter.
Back in issue three of The Observer, I mentioned the fact that
CWU has a sexual health/public
health columnist “Dr. H.” She is
a great help for students and gives
great advice on a number of different topics. Shortly after that I
asked the reporters of The Observer to write their own questions
for her to answer when she could,
unsurprisingly, many of those
questions involved stress and how
to deal with it.
In our next (and last) issue of the
quarter we will be featuring a story
on the different ways students cope
with stress, but for now I want to
address it here.
With the coming of finals week
and the end of the quarter, students often face overwhelming
feelings of stress and that can
lead many students to face breakdowns or even dropping out of
school. Now, I want to make sure
that nothing gets lost in translation. I have nothing against people who do have breakdowns or
drop out, I understand that there
are a number of reasons why this
might happen and it is in no way
reflective of the person.
This is my senior year here at
CWU and the stress of trying to
make sure I graduate, working
and trying to find time for myself
is causing me a lot more problems
than previous years.
I have been up late feeling like I
was going to be sick with all of the
worry about getting things done
and that is not helping me with the
rest of my life. However, I have a
great support system in my boyfriend who looks out for me better
than I do, and he reminds me that I
need to slow down.

Whenever I call him to tell him
I am stressed he always reminds
me to take it one step at a time
and focus on the things that I can
get done, and to not worry about
the things that I can’t control
(which is particularly hard for me
because I am a perfectionist and I
like to make sure that everything
is done right).
So I want to tell y’all the same
advice: Try and focus on one thing
at a time, don’t think about every
assignment that is due, just think
about the one that is due first and
then the next one.
Also, take the time to step back
and think about yourself; take some
deep breaths, go grab yourself some
coﬀee or tea (or juice if that’s your
drink of choice), stand up and stretch
or go for a walk, anything that will
help you relax for a moment and get
your brain back on track.
The last thing that I will leave you
with is to ﬁnd yourself someone to
talk to, whether that is a friend, a
family member or a counselor (CWU
provides free mental health counselling for students at the Student Medical and Counselling Clinic).
It may seem easy to shut yourself in your room to try and cram
in as many tasks as possible, but
that is not going to be helpful in
the long run. Find yourself someone who will take you out to coffee
or just meet up to chat about what
is going on in your life.
Well those are my words of wisdom for the week, Wildcats (ooh, do
you like that alliteration).Try to remember that it will not be the end of
the world in a few weeks and that it
is normal to be stressed, but there are
also ways to beat the stress and there
are people out there who are willing
to help you out to make sure that you
don’t get overwhelmed.

Signed, Sarah J. Hoot
Editor in Chief

Editorial policy: The Observer is a public forum
for student expression, in which student editors make
policy and content decisions. The mission of the Observer is two-fold; to serve Central Washington University as a newspaper and to provide training for students
who are seeking a career in journalism. The Observer
seeks to provide complete, accurate, dependable information to the campus and community; to provide
a public forum for the free debate of issues, ideas and
problems facing the community at large, and to be the
best source for information, education and entertainment news. As a training program, the Observer is the
practical application of the theories and principles of
journalism. It teaches students to analyze and communicate information that is vital to the decision making of
the community at large. It provides a forum for students
to learn the ethics, values, and skills needed to succeed
in their chosen career. If you have questions call (509)
963 -1073 or e-mail us at cwuobserver@gmail.com

Faculty Adviser
Cynthia Mitchell
adviser@cwuobserver.com

Nirvana Inn and Grill
1720 S Canyon Road

Ellensburg, WA 98926
In front of Comfort Inn

(509) 968 5040

https://nirvanainngrill.com/
www.tastyindia.us

FREE

Lunch Buffet!

W/ purchase of one Lunch Buffet at
$9.99 and two drinks.
Must present this coupon for redemption.
Not valid with other offers.
Only one coupon per visit.
Offer expires 12/15/17
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NIOKC marches for inclusive community

By Miles King
Staff Reporter

“Build bridges, not walls”
and “love conquers hate,
don’t discriminate” could be
heard shouted in the streets of
downtown Ellensburg Monday afternoon during the second annual Not in Our Kitt
Co. (NIOKC) peace march.
A mix of roughly 150
CWU students and Ellensburg community members
marched from the SURC
into downtown before passing City Hall and returning
to campus. Passing vehicles
honked horns in support of
the demonstrators being escorted by Ellensburg and
CWU police officers.
“I thought it was phenomenal,” said Myrinda Wolitarsky,
vice president of equity and
community affairs also in the
ASCWU, referring to the march
on Monday evening. Wolitarsky
was not able to attend the first
march, but took part in the
chanting with other demonstrators this year and enjoyed it.
This was not a violent or
a political protest, but a
chance to bring people together from campus and the
community, different races, ages and backgrounds
to support peace, said Lola
Gallagher, from the CWU
publicity center and a NIOKC committee member.
“There are some who think
NIOKC is political,” Gallagher said. She made it clear that
the group has worked to avoid
political affiliation and stay
true to their message of peace

and inclusiveness. The group
also works to understand why
people are drawn to the mindset of hate and discrimination, added Gallagher.
“We’re all about peace,”
said one of the many police officers helping with
the event, emphasizing the
peacefulness of the demonstration as well as the message of the movement.
The previous year yielded
a larger turnout in response
to Klu Klux Klan activity in
the community in the late
summer. However, ASCWU
president Giovanni Severino
believes the march Monday
evening was just as effective.
Severino spoke outside the
SURC at the conclusion of
the demonstration.
His message at the conclusion was focused on standing
up and supporting one another despite our differences. Severino brings the same
attitude to the ASCWU,
expressing the office doors
should and always will be
open to students.
“The task I’m going to

give ya’ll before I let ya’ll
go is: this is beautiful. But
what’s more beautiful is an
action,” Severino said. “So
if you hear hate speech, if
you see someone being oppressed, if you see someone
being bullied, stand up for
them if they can’t stand for
themselves and help them
out. Because it starts with
you.”
SUSPECTED HATE CRIME
RECORDED SUNDAY
Staff Report

A 19-year-old individual when
walking home last Sunday, Nov.
12 at around 6:30 p.m. was assaulted, both physically and verbally, by a white-male dressed in
dark clothing at around the 700
block on 18th avenue, according
to the Ellensburg Police Department’s Facebook page.
The victim stated that
the subject approached him
and began to make remarks
based on the victim’s race
and ethnicity before punching him several times, according to the post.

Jack Lambert (Top) & Xander Fu (Bottom Three)/The Observer

Students and community members gathered last Monday, Nov. 13, for the second annual protest. Protesters finished the march by rallying around the Wildcat, located outside
the SURC. Maurice Watkins (Center Right) joins in on the final rallying chants.

“This type of crime is
rare in our community, with
it being the second such reported incident in the past
six years. Our detectives are
treating this reported inci-

dent as a very serious crime
that will be thoroughly investigated,” the Ellensburg
Police Department said in
the Facebook post last Monday, Nov. 13.
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Ellensburg schools look to CWU for overcrowding solution
By Daisy Perez

Nollan described what a great
opportunity it would also be for
the early learning program edA partnership between the
ucation students to see profesEllensburg School District and
sional teachers in action.
CWU to solve overcrowding with“No state universities currently
in the school district could relieve
have a training center,” Nollan said.
taxpayers $20 million and also
Dan Shissler, chair of the disbeneﬁt student education majors.
trict school board, said that HeValley View, Mount Stuart
beler Hall was once an elemenand Lincoln elementary schools
tary school and CWU used it as
have the combined capacity
a teaching center for the student
to house about 1,100 students.
education majors.
There are 474 students over that
“We are also interested in leasmaximum capacity, bringing
ing or buying some land from
the total up to 1,574 students.
CWU that is North of Helena
Enrollment in the elementary
to build a school,” Shissler said.
schools has increased 17 perTwo new schools could be built
cent over the last ﬁve years and
on that land and Hebeler Hall
students continue to transfer
would be a bonus that the school
into the district.
board and Nollan would be glad
There are three options that
to have.
Xander Fu/The Observer
the school board is considerNollan discussed this potential
Hebeler Hall, which currently houses computer science departments, has been considered an option to be leased by the school district.
ing to ﬁx overcrowding. One
option with Dean of the College
option, according to Interim Mount
Stuart
Elementary work with students K-3 who need that will come into play, but of Education and Professional
Superintendent Mike Nollan, School, said his facility currently extra educational support.
also our kitchen is not large Studies Paul Ballard, Executive
could relieve taxpayers of $20 holds 496 students, from kinderAnother portable will be set enough to put out the amount Director of CWU’s School of
million. The option is to partner garten to ﬁfth grade. The school on Mount Stuart Elementary of food needed for many more Education Ron Jacobson and
up with CWU and lease land is designed for only 350 students. School next year, but it will be kids,” Pattom said. “Just keep- Vice President of Operations Joand Hebeler Hall long term.
“We’re not meeting the state the last portable the school can ing the [food] warm and serv- seph Han in hopes that they can
Hebeler Hall is about 33,000 requirements for P.E. because place on the property. In order ing it and having the space to encourage the provost to turn
square feet and currently houses we don’t have enough space to to add space to combat the over- store the equipment… We will this idea into action.
the Computer Science program do that in the ways that the state crowding issue, a combination reach capacity when we have
Jacobson and Han both
and the oﬃce of the Dean of the wants it done,” Pattom said.
of 22 portables have been add- that last portable.”
stated that they are open to
College of Arts and Humanities.
Pattom has created three addi- ed to the schools—the equivThe long-term lease with several options. They deThe facility would be able to tional instructional spaces by divid- alent of an entire elementary CWU for land and Hebeler clined to comment further
house 330 elementary students.
ing classes in two. The additional school, as a temporary solution. Hall might be a potential solu- because it is only “prelimiDan Pattom, principal of spaces are used for specialists who
“There is land restriction tion to the overcrowding.
nary thinking” at this stage.
Scene Editor

Ellensburg votes to pass affordable housing
Proposition 1 passes, other taxable state measures fall flat
By Racquel Muncy and
Eric Rosane

Proposition 1 was passed by
1,668 Kittitas voters, a total of
61.3 percent of those who voted
Copy Desk Chief and
on this ballot item. This propoNews Editor
sition is a 0.1 percent sales tax
increase on retail goods. This
Votes of the 8,699 voters that means that if a shopper spends
turned out this election period in $100 on school supplies next
Kittitas County—out of a possi- school year they will be paying
ble 24,552—have oﬃcially been an extra 10 cents. This brings
tallied and the results are up. This the new sales tax to 8.3 percent
comes up to a little over 35 per- here in Ellensburg.
cent turnout for Kittitas County.
This money will go towards

Maureen Woon-Bowen
M.S.E., L.M.H.C

Lake Shore Office Park
1206 North Dolarway Road,
Suite 203, Ellensburg, WA 98926
(509) 925-1840
maureen@stillwatercounselingservices.com
www.stillwatercounselingservices.com

Children

Teens

Adults

Individuals

Couples

Families

the issues regarding housing deals with matters in relation to
and, hopefully, be a start to ﬁx paying for certain general electhe overcrowding issues. For tions and their operations. This
example, the money could go elections cycle, Higginbotham
towards a housing development noted how dissatisﬁed most of
project, or as seed money for a the auditor’s and commissioner’s
grant for the same project.
oﬃce were with the voter turnout.
As far as Ellensburg City
“We have online voter guides
Council
positions,
Nan- and other resources available.
cy Goodloe will be taking Not many take advantage of it,”
over Rich Elliot’s position Higginbotham said.
as councilmember two. She
There were three state meabeat Jim Johnson. Mary Mor- sures, as well as Proposition
gan and Ni- 1 that Kittitas County voters
cole Klauss voted on the Nov. 7 election
r e t a i n e d ballot. State measures, or Adtheir
posi- visory Votes, are items on the
tions despite ballot that the legislature apBehavioral
facing oppo- proved without the consent of
problems
nents. Nancy the voters, so the entire state is
Lillquist also voting on these items.
Anxiety
retained her
Advisory Vote No. 16 was an
Self Harm
position on added tax on ﬁsh such as salmon
the city coun- and other game ﬁsh to be used
Grief
cil, but did for government spending. Kitnot have any titas County voted to have this
Self esteem
issues
opponent.
measure repealed by a margin
Sue
Higginof 65.6 percent. Throughout the
Trauma
botham is an state, 55.1 percent of the voters
administrative chose to repeal the measure.
Depression
assistant at the
The second measure that was
Bipolar
Kittitas Coun- voted on expanded the business
ty Auditor’s and occupation tax. This would
oﬃce. The Au- generate $565 million in the ﬁrst
ditor’s oﬃce ten years, all for government

Visual by Jack Lambert/The Observer

Proposition 1, a retail tax, passed with
almost two-thirds majority in favor.

spending. Voters chose to repeal
this measure by a wide margin
in both Kittitas and Washington
in general, choosing to repeal it
by 71.7 percent and 62.9 percent,
respectively.
Last was Advisory Vote No. 18.
This measure, similar to the others, aimed at generating money for government spending. It
would generate nearly $13 billion
through a state property tax on
public schools in the next ten years.
Voters in Kittitas County voted to
repeal the measure by 65.7 percent. Washington voters in general
chose to repeal the measure by a
margin of 59.8 percent.
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By Clayton
Huber
Staff Reporter

In the past season and a half,
the NFL has been dealing with
peaceful protests from the players. It started in 2016 when Colin
Kaepernick, quarterback for the
San Francisco 49ers, sat down
during the national anthem.
“I’m going to continue to
stand with the people that are
being oppressed. To me, this is
something that has to change,”
Kaepernick told the press.
Now, the main controversy is
that people think the kneeling is
targeted at the veterans. Kaepernick never wanted to disrespect
the military; he wanted to bring
awareness to the African-Americans who aren’t being treated
fairly in the justice system.
Still, a lot of fans were close
minded and reacted harshly.
They did not like him “disrespecting the ﬂag,” even though
he stated from the start that he
wasn’t protesting the military.
Kaepernick continued his
protest. The next day he got an
open letter from former Green
Beret and Seattle Seahawk Nate
Boyer, who helped Kaepernick
have a more respectful protest,
so it didn’t look like he was disrespecting the ﬂag.
“We sorta came to a middle

ground where he would take a
knee alongside his teammates,”
Boyer was reported as saying. “Soldiers take a knee in front of a fallen
brother’s grave to show respect.”
The next game, Boyer was pictured standing next to Kaepernick while he kneeled. This just
shows that he is not trying to
disrespect the ﬂag or the people
who ﬁght for it. He is protesting
police brutality against blacks
and he thinks that it is unfair.
Fast forward a couple weeks
and you started to see more and
more people taking a knee during
the national anthem. One powerful moment was when U.S. soccer
star Megan Rapinoe knelt before
an MLS game.
“As a gay American, I know
what it means to look at the
ﬂag and not have it protect all
of your liberties,” Rapinoe was
quoted saying. “And it’s important to have white people stand
in support of people of color.”
To avoid controversy; teams
would schedule the national
anthem while the players were
still in the locker room so they
would be unable to protest on
the ﬁeld. Brandon Marshall,
linebacker for the Denver Broncos, had sponsorships terminated because he decided to kneel
and backup Colin Kaepernick.
Multiple players have faced
threats from unhappy fans who
think the players are disrespecting
the ﬂag and the veterans. Trump
weighed in at a political rally in
Alabama saying “wouldn’t you

editor@cwuobserver.com

love to see one of these NFL
owners, when somebody disrespects our ﬂag to say, ‘Get that son
of a bitch oﬀ the ﬁeld right now.
Out. He’s ﬁred. He’s ﬁred!”
People don’t seem to want
to see their favorite player do
something out of the ordinary
or use their freedom of speech.
It’s almost like they expect
them to just be an athlete and
nothing else. These athletes
are people, too, many of whom
have come from very tough
times and have experienced
racism and oppression.
There are countless cases of
NFL players coming from nothing and making something out
of themselves. They have had
parents, brothers and friends
murdered, they have grown up
with only one or even no parents.
The fans love these players—until they decide to use their freedom of speech and to protest on
a national platform.
The players deserve to use
that platform to speak up and to
make a diﬀerence. I know there
are better times to protest, but
since Kaepernick started protesting he also has donated over
$1 million to “organizations
working in oppressed communities,” Kaepernick said.
Everybody has the right to
free protest and free speech.
These players are using their
platform to protest in what they
believe in. And they believe that
there is still racism and police
brutality going on in our nation.

T h u r s d a y, N o v e m b e r 3 0
4 : 3 0 - 7 P. M . • H o l m e s D i n i n g R o o m

$ 1 4 . 5 0

+tax

(Meal plan discounts apply)

Prime Rib

Salmon

Rice Pilaf

D e s s e r t Ta b l e

Ambrosia Rolls

Hot Chocolate

Ve g e t a r i a n E n t r é e

Pumpkin Rolls

Honey Glazed Carrots
Garlic Mashed Potatoes

cwuobser ver.com

Holiday Fruit Bowl
Spinach & Strawberry Salad

CWU IS AN AA/EEO/TITLE IX INSTITUTION. FOR ACCOMMODATIONS - DS@CWU.EDU
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CWU’s
Thanksgiving
favorites
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Good Kids.

Xander Fu/The Observer

The “Good Kids” cast includes the actors Isaac Pauls (Right), Reilly Smith (Center), Kelsey McHugh (Left, center) and Easton Benson (Left, right).

“Good Kids” from page 1

Dizney explained that the most difficult part
about planning a performance is finding a way to
get all the different departments to work together.
The actors, costumes, set and makeup departments
must find a way to come together and establish a
common idea that they all agree on.
“When things come together it is a beautiful
thing, and when they don’t, well, it’s still pretty entertaining,” Dizney said.
He continued explaining that the most rewarding
part of directing a play is watching the students take
control over the role and really immersing themselves into their character, giving each one their own
individual personality.
Many of the student actors have been a part of
previous plays at CWU as well. The entire cast
has been rehearsing for “Good Kids” for about six
weeks. Most performers practice three and four
hours a day during rehearsals and outside of rehearsal they are expected to learn their lines on their
own and go over blocking. This equals, two to three
more hours that is expected of them outside of the
theater.
“We start off rehearsals with group stretching,
vocal warmups and energizers which really helps
with our group energy and comfortability with each
other,” said Annie Jankovic, senior performance
theater major.
Jankovic plays the role of Deirdre, a character
with a big personality and possess a special way of
stopping the show. This will be Jankovic’s third per-

formance here at CWU.
Jankovic’s character is also in a wheelchair, so she
has been trying to find the correct way to understand her character.
“The most difficult part is the context. Trying
to separate the character from ourselves,” Jankovic said.
Despite difficulties when it came to preparing
for the play, Jankovic believed the play was worth
the effort because she considered the play to be ex-

“

stantly puts down other women, but is loyal to some.
She can also come across very direct and aggressive.
McHugh also explained that Madison is a flip-flop
feminist, meaning that the character wants women
to have the right to dress or present themselves in
the way they feel most comfortable, yet she is also
the one doing most of the ‘slut-shaming’ during the
play because of how other characters are dressed.
“As an actor playing the bad guy, it’s not good to
comment on the character, you just have to go for it
and embrace it as thinking this character thinks they
are right,” McHugh said.

The best part, though, is watching the play and seeing the actors and everyone do what they
do. It’s amazing.

McHugh also explained that many of the actors
have received guidance on common sexual issues
for the play from the CWU Wellness Center. The
Wellness Center will attend a rehearsal and discuss
sexual issues with the crew, answering any questions
and clarifying any concerns, so that the actors can
get a better sense of how they are supposed to portray their character’s.

-Beki Hafemeyer, Theatre Major

The actors and director have a huge part in the
play, but a play cannot be as successful without a
stage crew or behind the scenes team.

”

tremely relevant.
She believes it’s important for people to understand the message behind the play because it’s dealing with social media, technology and sexual issues.
All of these aspects are currently happening to
many young men and women everyday.
“Just taking the steps and talking about it, we’re
taking a step in the right direction,” Jankovic said.
Kelsey McHugh, senior, theater fine arts major,
has performed in about six plays. McHugh plays the
character Madison who is the popular girl who con-

Beki Hafemeyer, a theater major, is a part of the
stage crew that helps put the final touches on the
play. She has worked on the behind-the-scenes crew
at CWU for about two years and has six years of
overall experience, having worked on about 20 plays
total.
As part of the crew, they are required to attend
every tech rehearsal. They also come in before the
rest of the production crew to make sure all the
equipment is on and working properly. Many of the
members have to attend lab classes and put in extensive lab hours in order to help build the backdrop.
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Director PATRICK
DIZNEY fulfills his
theatre calling
By Adam Robertson
Staff Reporter

The theater is Patrick Dizney’s natural habitat.
His bright silver hair may at times be hidden by a
baseball cap, but his humor and affection for those
around him cannot be concealed.
It was a chance decision that led him to the theater. When he was 25 and searching for direction
in his life, Dizney went back to school. He attended
Eastern Oregon University with the intention of becoming a teacher and signed up for an acting class
to fulfill a financial aid requirement.
He hadn’t acted since junior high, but the elective he took on a whim led him to fall in love with
acting. He switched majors from teaching to theater
immediately.
Thirty years later he’s fully immersed in both
teaching and acting. As the director of the current
production of “Good Kids” at CWU, he’s guiding
student actors through difficult material and helping
them grow their skills.
“He’s definitely a flower child, dude’s all about
feelings and emotions,” said Deven Austin, a senior
theater major who plays Landon in “Good Kids.”
He cares about all of his actors.”
The cast members of Good Kids rave about his
willingness to listen, his encouragement to see things
from different points of view and his overall supportiveness.
“He’s kind of like the embarrassing dad,” said
Reilly Smith, a sophomore theater major who plays
Tanner in Good Kids.

Over a period of only a few weeks they work about
80 hours individually and work 10 hours in the lab.

Even though embarrassment is by definition awkward, a teacher who can make his students feel unconditionally loved is a teacher who is connecting
with those students.

“The most difficult part would be making sure everything gets hung and things are ready to go before
we start getting actors on the scene,” Hafemeyer
said.

“Patrick is one of the most enthusiastic, loving,
kind human beings I’ve ever met,” said senior theater performance major Sadie Nickerson. “He’s truly an amazing teacher.”

Lights, sound and stage displays are just a few
of the many things the behind-the-scenes crew
manage. During the last week of rehearsals, before
opening day, behind-the-scenes puts in about three
to five hours daily, but the crew has worked silently for around three weeks trying to work on all the
smaller details so the play can run smoothly.
“The best part, though, is watching the plays and
seeing the actors and everyone do what they do. It’s
amazing,” Hafemeyer said.

“Good Kids,” directed by Patrick Dizney, will be performed at
CWU McConnell Tower Theater
On Nov. 8, 9, 11, 16, 17, and 18 at
7:30 p.m. There will be a Matinee
show November 19th at 2 p.m.

Comments like that show that the emotional current between Dizney and his students doesn’t just
flow one way.
“His students love him,” said Michael Smith,
head of performance at CWU.
After graduating from Eastern Oregon, Dizney
got a Master of Fine Arts degree in acting from the
University of Washington and then moved to New
York City to pursue his career.
Dizney spent more than six years in New York
where he found gigs as an actor. The life of an
unrecognized actor is not easy though, and even
during his most successful years, less than half of
his income was from acting. Then he lived through
9/11. He walked through the dust cloud sent up by
the collapse of the twin towers.
“I started to really look at my life,” Dizney said.
“I said, ‘I miss my family, I miss the green trees and,
believe it or not, I miss the rain a little bit.’”
He put acting aside and worked as a contractor
in Portland, Oregon. After years of trying to break
through in the acting world, just having a steady
paycheck was enjoyable. Before long, however, theater friends from his college days started popping
up, asking him to work with them. Instead of having
to chase acting, opportunities were coming to him.
“The first time I was asked I was kind of surprised. I was like, ‘Wait—you want me to do what?’”
Dizney said, “was was odd because I had focused
my entire life on acting for so long—and then it was

kind of a pleasant surprise.”
From then on Dizney decided to only get involved
in theater and acting opportunities if he thought
he’d have fun doing it. He followed that ideal to a
job at Western Washington University, where he
taught until coming to CWU in 2013.
“We lured him away from WWU and it’s one of
the best hires I think we’ve ever made,” Smith said.
“He seems to throw himself into the deep end, and
the thing about it is he always seems to pop up and
smile and wave his hand and say, ‘Yup! I’m okay!’”
In the summer of 2013, Dizney came into the
puppet studio where Sarah Andrews was helping to
get ready for Buskers in the ‘Burg. At the time, Andrews was heading into her senior year as a theater
major.
“He’s one of those people who I’m convinced
could charm the socks off of anybody because he’s
genuinely interested in everyone,” Andrews said.
Andrews has spent enough time with Dizney to
know. During her senior year, she volunteered to
chauffeur him to the plays that he attends regularly
around the region in his role with the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival (KCACTF).
They got to know each other and formed a lasting
friendship during the long road trips and she saw
him interact with people from theater departments
all around the region.
Dizney introduced himself as the new theater professor and after some conversation Andrews invited
him to a reading of a play she was working on. At
the reading, Dizney was part of a group of teachers
and friends who mingled, had tacos, listened to the
play and shared notes. One student, Sean McGehee, struck up conversation with Dizney and shared
some things a student might not generally say to a
new teacher.
“We got to talking,” McGehee said. “After like an
hour he’s like, ‘You don’t know who I am yet, do
you?’” Dizney wasn’t scolding, just amused.
Dizney is now his academic advisor and has
helped him navigate the administrative hurdles that
face students after a long time away.
Dizney wouldn’t travel as much as he does to see
other colleges’ productions if he didn’t love theater, and he’s traveled a lot—enough to earn multiple Road Warrior awards for most travel from the
KCACTF. The motivation for that travel stems from
a belief in the importance of theater and a love for
teaching.
“There are days, I’m gonna tell ya, that I say,
‘This is the hardest job on the planet,’” Dizney said.
“But I gotta say that probably four days a week I say
to my friend Mary who works in the office over here,
‘I love my job.’ How many people can say that?”

8

OBSERVER

N ov. 16 - N ov. 2 2 , 2 017

Scene

cwuobser ver.com

Editor: Daisy Perez scene@cwuobserver.com

OBSERVER HEALTH

Ask

Dr. H

Dear Dr. H,
What should you do if your boyfriend cheats on you with your mom
multiple times?

Dear student,

Courtesy of CWU Public Relations

Children pet Samantha the owl. Other nocturnal animals and reptiles will be showcased as well as constellations and minerals.

The creatures of the
night crawl and lurk

By Alexi Prante
Staff Reporter

The science clubs of CWU
come together to create the
Nature of Night event, which
features planetarium shows,
various nocturnal animals
and a room filled with construction paper that has been
created to resemble a jungle
or cave at night.
The construction paper jungle has various sound effects that
mimic a jungle at night. The
cave features fluorescent minerals that can be seen while crawling through with a headlamp.
Nature of Night has occurred
during fall quarter for over 20
years. It displays the wonders
of science and nature that take
place during the night.
The College of the Sciences
partners with the Early Learning Coalition and the Kittitas
Environmental Education Network to set up this event.
There are several clubs that
come together for the Nature
of Night including Astronomy, Biology, Physics, Women
in STEM, Geology and the
Primate Awareness Network.
The event is open to the
public, which means anyone
is welcome to come and see
what happens in nature after
we go to bed.
When children first walk
into the event, they will receive
a small passport they can take
to the different clubs that have
activities set up.
Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts
can also earn their astronomy
badges while participating in
this event.
“It’s a very family-oriented

event, from grandparents to
small children. It’s a widespread age range and it helps
when more people come and
participate,” said Dannica
Price, the College of Sciences
event coordinator.
There is an average of 400
to 600 people that attend the
event, according to Price. People tend to stay for the full four
hours due to how many different activities are going on.
The event takes about two
months to plan. Some clubs
take the night before to set up
their activity for the event.
One of the clubs that helps
out with this event is the Astronomy Club. They put on
the planetarium shows, which
include scale models of the
solar system.
“We do three planetarium
shows during this event and
show off the spectroscopy experiment which shows what
gases stars are made out of,”
Jeff Carter, member of Astronomy Club, said.
Carter transferred to CWU
as a junior and has been interested in astrophysics since he
was a kid, but he knew nothing about it when he arrived
on campus.
Another club that participates in the event is the Primate
Awareness Network, which
hosts a scavenger hunt called
“Madagascar at Night” where
students can use flashlights to
find nocturnal primate photos
hidden in faux foliage.
The Primate Awareness
Network is part of the Primate Behavior and Ecology
program at CWU, which focuses on the direct and indi-

Nature of Night
When: Saturday, Nov. 18
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Science II Building
Free event

rect impacts that humans have
on primates.
“The Nature of Night event
is a highlight for our members
because of the interaction with
young students. We think the
opportunity to educate everyone at this event about the extremely diverse array of nocturnal primates like lemurs [is]
unparalleled,” Jake Funkhouser, club president and graduate student from the Primate
Behavior program, said.
This is Funkhouser’s fifth
year at CWU as he continues to work on his graduate
program. Most students that
are involved with the Primate
Behavior program are in the
Primate Awareness Network.
According to Funkhouser, the
Network hopes that the public
will gain a new appreciation
for Madagascar’s primates
through the event.
The Nature of Night event
is for anyone interested in the
sciences or what kind of creatures lurk around at night.
Whether looking up at the
stars or wearing a headlamp
and digging through dark
caves, there are plenty of activities to explore during this
family-friendly event.

At the risk of sounding cavalier, this is the best answer I can
come up with. So, a few things:
since you used the term “cheats,”
I will assume that you and your
boyfriend had an explicit agreement about the monogamous
nature of your relationship.
By explicit, I mean you both
talked about it and decided that
is what you want. If such a conversation never took place, while
your “boyfriend” isn’t necessarily
off the hook, it might be a good
opportunity to think about how
you want to approach the monogamy negotiation in the future.
Sometimes we assume the people we’re hooking up with aren’t
hooking up with other people,
so its good practice to get into to
have that conversation.
But, your boyfriend didn’t just
hook with anyone; they hooked
up with your mom. Cheating is
always pretty terrible, but cheating
with best friends, siblings, co-workers, parents – people in your inner
circle – demonstrates pretty poor
judgement, and I can’t imagine
they are awesome partners in every other sense except for this.
Maybe he was swept up in the
moment and just couldn’t believe this super hot older woman
was interested in him*, but at the
very least, it’s not nice and you
deserve someone who wouldn’t
disrespect you like that.
I think this is a solid case of
actions speaking louder than
words: If you let your boyfriend
know the first time that this upset you and he did it “multiple”
more times, then take them at
face value no matter what he
says about never doing it again.
If he cheated multiple times but
this is the first time you’re hearing
about it, again, he’s establishing a
pattern of behavior that apparently he doesn’t feel too badly about.
But don’t forget, your mom
also hooked up with your boyfriend, so while it’s easier to break
up with him, care should be
taken not to throw the relationship you have with her out the

window. Hooking up with your
child’s boyfriend is – I would
say – a similar demonstration of
poor judgement. Have you told
your mom how this makes you
feel? Have you asked her why she
would do something knowing it
would hurt you?
Dare I say, however, be careful
not to slut shame your mom –
it’s not about her “omg going after guys half her age,” it’s about
going after guys that you are involved with. You are an adult, let
her know how it makes you feel.
If you can’t trust her, tell her so,
and that you won’t be bringing
your future partners around her
until you can trust her.
*This assumes the hook-ups
between your boyfriend and
your mom were consensual.
If your boyfriend felt coerced
or otherwise taken advantage
of, like he couldn’t refuse her
because of the age difference
and the power that wields, that
should be established with both
your mom and (ex) boyfriend.
My friend got a rash from edible
underwear, what should she do?
Dear student,
Yikes! Probably not the desired
outcome, but rashes associated
with fruit leather coming into
contact with mucous membranes
are usually nothing to worry
about, despite the annoyance.
Your “friend” likely has sensitive skin and a good washing
with soap specifically designed
for sensitive skin, keeping
clothes off the rash as much as
possible to allow breathing, and
continued avoidance of edible
underwear is recommended. If
the rash doesn’t improve or go
away after a few days, then she
should see a doctor.
Edible underthings, much like
flavored condoms and lube, may
seem fun and exciting, but generally, these things should be kept away
from vaginas, as they can disrupt
the body’s natural eco-system.
Some people are allergic to
these products and the reactions
may vary from a rash to burning
sensations and otherwise. So if
you and your partner are into
food-related sex toys, your best
bet is to avoid using them in or
around mucous membranes.

Dr. Jill Hoxmeier is a public health
professor at CWU. Send anonymous
public health and sex-related questions to askdrh@cwuobserver.com
and have them answered here.
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Food delivered right to your door step
By Ben Ramirez

Scene Senior Reporter
Sam Kader regularly finds
himself at the grocery store. He
walks through aisles and looks at
the endless shelves of items.
After he double checks his list
to make sure he got everything,
he checks, but doesn’t take the
food home with him. Instead,
he takes it to a stranger’s house.
Kader is the owner of Ellensburg Delivered, a new food delivery service in town.
Kader is a junior marketing student at CWU who saw a need for
a food delivery service in Ellensburg. He decided to start his own
company that would do just that.
Ellensburg Delivered is designed
to be a simple and easy-to-use site
for people to have food and groceries delivered directly to their door.
The service launched in September and quickly gained users.
“I just wanted to make an easy
platform for anyone to get food,”
Kader said. “This town is too small
for the big companies to come out
here, but there are still a lot of people who want food delivered.”
How to order meals and
groceries
Ellensburg Delivered works by
having customers enter in a specific restaurant or store along with
what items they wish to purchase.
Kader then receives a notification
on his phone and he has the option to accept or decline the order.
Each order is completed in under
one hour, or the customer gets
the option to cancel. Once Kader
has received the order, he usually
contacts the customer to confirm
that he is on his way or to ask any
questions that he may have.
Alma Rodriguez was one of
the company’s first customers.
Her son is a student at CWU
and suffered an injury that prevented him from leaving his
dorm room. Rodriguez found
Ellensburg Delivered on Google
and ordered groceries for her
son. She described it as an overall fantastic experience.
The “website was fairly easy
to use regarding the address and
what you wanted,” Rodriguez
said. “Within 20 minutes, he
gave me a call back letting me
know he got what we wanted.”
Partnership with local
restaurants
Ellensburg Delivered currently partners with two restaurants in town, Teriyaki & Wok
and Monster Melts. They have
agreed to have their menus
displayed on the Ellensburg
Delivered website. This allows
customers to order and pay directly on the site without having
to first look up a menu and then

Operating hours
Monday - Thursday:
4 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday & Saturday:
9 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Website:
www.ellensburgdelivered.com

input their items when ordering.
“You can do it all online, like
you’re buying a pair of shoes,”
Kader said.
Kader plans on partnering
with more local restaurants to
make ordering easier for the
customers and to attract more
business to the restaurants, especially during the winter months.
He recognizes that not a lot of
people will want to go out to eat
in really cold weather, but if they
can get their food delivered, the
smaller restaurants in town will
still get business.
Becoming a partner with Ellensburg Delivered doesn’t cost
the restaurants anything. Kader
needs their permission to use their
pictures and menus on his website.
“I really just want this business to help out everyone in this
town,” Kader said. “I want everyone to benefit from it, especially the customers.”
According to Kader, the majority of his orders come from the
restaurants that he is partnered
with. This is because customers
only have to go to one website
and they can order as well as pay
all in one spot. Kader set up his
site to not charge customers until
their order is accepted by a driver. Kader has about five backups
on call if needed, but for the most
part he is the primary driver. For
any orders that are not from the

Xander Fu/The Observer

Kader is the primary driver who picks up and delivers food. He works during the evening so that he can study during the day.

partnered restaurants, customers
pay when their food is delivered
by using a Square card reader.
Need for delivery service
Kader understands that as Ellensburg grows, larger delivery
services such as Uber Eats or
Postmates will come to town. He
hopes that, by then, he will have
established himself enough and
will have enough brand recognition for his customers to continue
to use his service.
“I haven’t heard of [Ellensburg
Delivered] before, but I think it
is a good idea because we have
nothing else like it right now,”
Alex Douglas, a resident of Ellensburg, said. “I can see a lot of

college kids using it if they don’t
have a car.”
Kader spent about two months
setting up the business and is
thankful for the help he received
from some of his professors who
offered their advice and support.
Kader was inspired to start his
own business by a professor who
was talking about taking risks at a
young age and going after goals.
He sees this business as beneficial
in teaching him about running
businesses in the future. Kader
encourages anyone who is also
thinking about starting their own
business to just do it.
Ellensburg Delivered is “definitely a learning experience,
but I wouldn’t trade it for anything,” Kader said.

Ellensburg Delivered operates
from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through Thursday. On the
weekends, deliveries begin at 9
a.m. and go until 10 p.m. These
aren’t typical business hours because Kader is a fulltime student
at CWU. He makes sure that he
has time for classes and studying during the week so he only
does deliveries during the dinner
rush. He realized that there is not
enough demand during lunch
hours, so he decided to not open
during lunch and focus on school
work during that time instead.
Kader said he gets most of his
orders toward the end of dinner hours, but on the weekends
business picks up more and he is
busy throughout the day.
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Wildcats ax the Jacks; win GNAC

By Natalie Hyland
Sports Editor

CWU football ended the regular season 11-0 with a 42-28
win over Humboldt State University in Arcata, California.
The win secured the GNAC
title for the Wildcats and a ticket to the postseason with a first
round bye. The Wildcats have
also earned home field advantage with the No. 1 seed.
2017 marks the first time in
eight years that CWU grabbed
the GNAC title, with the last
one coming in 2009.
CWU 42, Humboldt 28
The Wildcats opened the
scoring with three touchdowns
in the first quarter by three different players.
Justin Peterson caught a pass
from Reilly Hennessey and
found the end zone for CWU
with 7:59 left in the first quarter
giving them a 7-0 lead.
Less than three minutes later,
Austin Pernell ran for 22 yards to
score again with 5:23 left in the
quarter to bring the score to 14-0.
Twenty seconds later, Kyle
Self found himself in the end
zone on another Hennessey pass
with 5:03 remaining in the quarter bring the score to 21-0.
With 14 seconds remaining,
Humboldt made it onto the
scoreboard with a touchdown by
running back Ja’Quan Gardner.
Austin Pernell struck twice in

Photo Courtesy of CWU Athletics

The GNAC champion Wildcats pose with the championship banner after defeating Humboldt State University 42-28 Nov. 11. The Wildcats will now prepare for playoffs.

the second quarter for the Wildcats to bring the score to 35-7.
With three touchdowns during
the game, Pernell was also
named Player of the Game.
The Wildcats led the Lumberjacks 35-7 after the first half.
“In the first half we really established ourselves and had a dominate performance,” Shoemaker
said. “It was a good show. Our
guys travelled well and we were
prepared to go out there and play.”
The Lumberjacks scored twice
in the third quarter. Davaeon
Johnson found the end zone after

an interception. Then, wide receiver Jamere Austin caught a pass
from Chase Krivashei to bring the
score to 35-21 with CWU holding
a two-touchdown lead.
Hennessey extended the lead
to 42-21 on a one-yard run to the
end zone to end the third quarter.
The Lumberjacks’ Gardner
scored the lone touchdown in
the fourth quarter to bring the
score to 42-28.
The No. 1 seed
After arriving back in Ellens-

burg at 6 a.m. Sunday morning,
the football players got some
much-needed rest as they eagerly awaited the selection show.
At 1 p.m., CWU received the
news they had excitedly awaited:
the Wildcats were named the No.
1 seed, claiming the spot from
Minnesota State Mankato. The
team has also earned an extra
week to prepare.
“This bye week is huge as far
as getting ourselves healthy and
ready to go and having more time
to prepare.” Shoemaker said.
CWU will play their first post-

season game on Nov. 25 at home
where they will face the winner
of No. 4 Winona State and No.
5 Texas A&M Commerce.
Since CWU still doesn’t know
their opponent, they’re focused
on looking at the competition as
as a whole.
“It’s just going to get more
intense,” Shoemaker said.
“Schools out of the [Mid-American Intercollegiate Athletic Association] and the [Great Lakes
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference] are all very competitive.”

Athletes hunker down for Thanksgiving
By Hanson Lee
Staff Reporter

For many athletes, Thanksgiving seems to be the perfect time
of the year to go back home and
spend time with the family. While
this may be the case, some athletes aren’t able to go home and
visit their families during Thanksgiving due to certain obstacles.
Basketball buckles down
Junior Jonnae Richardson of
the women’s basketball team
hails from Denver, Colorado so
travelling home during the holidays isn’t always an option.
“I miss my family during the
holidays,” Richardson said. “I’m
definitely one of the people who
brings a lot of energy to our family, so without me I bet [Thanksgiving] is pretty quiet.”
McKenzie Day, a sophomore
forward for the Wildcats, is from
Kaysville, Utah.
“I’m the oldest of six kids and
so I feel like a second mom to my
siblings,” Day said. “Not being
able to have the chance to go
home and visit my family is definitely sad for me.”
Luckily for Day, just because
she can’t go home doesn’t mean
she spends her holidays alone.
“I actually have a group of
friends whose families have invited

James Stuck/The Observer

Senior Jasmin Edwards slides through the Sharks’ defense in Saturday’s game.

me over, so I always have a place to
go if I’m still here,” Day said.
Alexis Pana, a sophomore
guard, whose hometown is in
Hawaii talked about what her experience has been like having to
stay in Ellensburg during breaks.
“It’s definitely not ideal and not
always the best,” Pana said. “I just
end up going to my teammates
house and we end up cooking dinner which can be just as fun.”
Although some athletes may
not be able to go home during

break, it’s important to note that
there’s always an opportunity
for athletes to be around people.
“I think it’s special because they
can have the opportunity to create those family bonds and have
Thanksgiving here with their
friends and teammates, which is
kind of their second family away
from home,” said head coach
Randi Richardson.
Randi Richardson also talked
about the importance of making
sure that everyone on the team

feels like they’re at home during
this time of the year, even when
they’re not.
“We are family and we spend
a lot of time together,” Randi
Richardson said. “Our players
are best friends off the floor and
so a lot of them spend Thanksgiving with their teammates at
their teammates’ homes, and
we always make sure that everybody has a place to go.”
Despite what may seem like
a disadvantage for athletes that
can’t go home and relax for the
holidays, players like Jonnae
Richardson have found ways to
take advantage of the break.
I can “stay in the gym and
make sure that I’m perfecting
my craft,” Jonnae Richardson
said. “When everybody goes
home... I stay here. Then I can
be in the gym all the time working on my game.”
While out-of-state athletes
can sometimes face the struggles
of not being able to go home
during the break, it’s safe to say
that competition can also hinder
athletes from going home as well.
In the playoff hunt
With that in mind, the volleyball team is looking to make
the playoffs for the sixth straight
year, but in doing so, having
practice during the break.

“If we make the playoffs... we
will have our players come back
immediately after Thanksgiving
day, so they will still have to be
up here during the break,” said
head coach Mario Andaya
Andaya added that some
coaches have also been known
to invite players into their own
homes to celebrate the holidays
with their families.
Even though missing out
on the holiday break can be a
tough sacrifice, it’s important
to remember that they’re necessary if athletes want to make the
most of their seasons.
“For me, I love my family and
so it’s tough for me. But at the
same time the end is so near that
you’ve just got to push through,”
junior outside hitter Madison
Weg said. “It’s getting to that
time [of the season] where
you’ve just got to push and give
it your all.”
Weg’s teammate, Sarah Joffs,
also reiterated the importance
of preparing for the playoffs
moving forward, even if it
means sacrificing spending time
at home during the break.
“We’re tired from classes,
weights and practices, but what
is it worth if we’re not going to
keep going,” Joffs said. “I think
that’s what still motivates me because I’ve put in so much time
and work.”
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The Wildcats hoist with the GNAC title trophy after their win over Humboldt on Nov. 11. CWU also earned the No. 1 seed in the NCAA DII Super Region Four ranking giving them a round one bye

Three teams to prepare for postseason

By Simo Rul

nitely have to improve defensively,” head coach Michael Farrand
said. “We have a couple girls we
have an eye on right now defensively who would be great.”
According to Farrand it will
be tough to replace players such
as senior midfielder Mackenzie
Nolte, senior forward Whitney
Lowe and senior defender Abbie
Litka, but they have had a good
jump on the recruiting class they
are looking to bring in.
Nolte holds numerous records
for CWU, while Lowe and Litka
have also been important in the
Wildcats success the past few years.

Senior Sports Reporter
As the fall sports season
wraps up, some teams are looking forward to the playoffs and
some are looking to regroup for
next season. Football, volleyball
and women’s rugby are keeping
their seasons alive, while cross
country and women’s soccer are
regrouping to perform better in
2018.
It has been a year of highs
for several teams as the CWU
football team is ranked seventh
in the nation and first in the region. Volleyball is top three in
the GNAC and ranked No. 6 in
the region and women’s rugby
is ranked No. 3 in the nation.
Football and women’s rugby
know their fate as they head into
the postseason, while volleyball’s
future is still uncertain.

XC looks to next year

Football takes GNAC
The CWU football team’s
regular season is done and the
Wildcats finished undefeated
at 11-0. The Wildcats defeated
Humboldt in their final game
42-28 last Saturday to win the
GNAC title, their first since
2012. This is their first playoff
appearance since 2009 when
the team went undefeated in the
regular season, but lost in the
playoffs to finish 12-1. The 2012
team did not make the playoffs
based on its super region ranking, even though they won the
conference title.
“Our goal is to win a national championship, so I’m excited
for playoffs and see where we get
seeded and everything; its going
to be good,” senior linebacker
Sean Elledge said.
Elledge said that this season
is exciting for the school because
they haven’t had this type of record since 2009 and there is a lot
of support from everyone at CWU
and the Ellensburg community.
The Wildcats finished the

Jack Lambert /The Observer							
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Women’s volleyball (left) and women’s rugby (right) both advanced to their respective league playoffs for the 2017 season.

season as GNAC champions.
Currently the Wildcats are No.
1 in Super Region IV and have
earned a round one bye. They will
play the winner of Winona State
and Texas A&M Commerce.
They also have the homefield
advantage up to the semifinals, if
they are to advance that far.
Rugby NIRA tournament
The Wildcats have a bye in
the quarterfinals and will await
the winner of Norwich University and Quinnipiac University.
The Wildcats finished their
regular season with a 4-3 record.
They have faced potential semifinal opponent Quinnipiac University twice, coming away with
a 1-1 record, but have yet to face
Norwich this season. According
to head coach Trevor Richards

the team wants to focus on committing to finishing their tackles
and communicating with each
other as they have struggled in
these areas.
“The rest of our game I
think is pretty good. I think we
access space really well and we
just play for each other,” Richards. “I think now the final piece
being able to trust each other
and making sure we finish our
tackles.”
Volleyball makes a move
The CWU volleyball team
is currently 19-7 on the season
and 14-4 in the GNAC. The
Wildcats are ranked third in the
GNAC and sixth in the region.
The Wildcats have not lost
back-to-back games this season.
When the losses did happen,

they were usually quickly followed by winning streaks. However, they aren’t getting ahead
of themselves by any means.
“We really just take it game
by game,” junior outside hitter
Maggie McTaggart said. “We
just look to the next opponent;
sometimes that stuff can cloud
your thoughts and heads. We just
really take it one thing at a time.”
Soccer looks to refuel
The CWU women’s soccer
team missed the playoffs after
finishing with a GNAC record
of 1-9-2 . While they are losing
seven seniors this year, they are
looking to bring in a new recruiting class to help them have
a strong next season.
“We have some talented girls
coming in offensively. We defi-

CWU men’s and women’s
cross-country teams competed
at the NCAA Division II West
Regional Championship on
Nov. 4 in Monmouth, Oregon.
Junior Alexa Shindruk was
eight seconds away from qualifying for nationals. Shindruk
finished in 18th place.
“We knew Alexa Shindruk
was going to have a really good
chance [to qualify],” head coach
Kevin Adkisson said. “She ran a
super gutsy race, was actually
right in the position to be one of
those qualifiers individually.”
The Wildcats are in a good
spot going into next season as
the only senior leaving for either
team is senior Ron Leaf. Shindruk will be back to lead the way
for the women’s side and the
men’s side will have four seniors
to lead the way, to name a few
runners that are coming back
are juniors Tyler Humphries
and Corbin Carlton .
For the teams moving on
to the postseason, the next few
weeks will be especially important as they size up their opponents and put the final touches
on their plays. For the team
whose season ended earlier than
they would have liked, they will
have already begun planning for
their comeback next year.
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Athletics
Review

Football @ Humboldt

42-28 (11-0)
CWU football took sole possesion of the GNAC title after
Saturday’s win over Humboldt.
CWU will begin the playoﬀs as
the No. 1 seed and will play at
least one home playoﬀ game.

VB v. MSU Billings

3-0(14-4)
CWU shut out Montana State
University Billings at home on
Nov. 11. CWU sits at No. 3 in the
GNAC behind WWU and NNU.

WBB v. Hawaii Paciﬁc

77-68 (1-1)
WBB fell to Hawaii Paciﬁc
University at home on Nov. 11
77-68. The Wildcats are now
1-1 in non-conference play.

MBB v. CSMB

72-67 (1-1)
MBB beat Cal. State Monterey
Bay 72-67 Nov. 11. They are
now 1-1 in non-conference play.

W. Rugby quarter ﬁnal

BYE
No. 3 CWU Rugby skated
through the ﬁrst round of the
NIRA playoﬀs with a bye. They
will face Quinnipiac Univerisity
in the semi-ﬁnal Sat., Nov. 18.
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Prepare for a block par ty
By Clayton Huber
Staff Reporter

CWU volleyball’s last match
of the season is against Western
Washington University on Saturday, Nov. 18 at 7 p.m.
“I am counting on a team effort. Sabrina [Wheelhouse] and
Sarah [Joﬀs] are seniors and this
is their last shot to play WWU,
so I’m sure they want to win
pretty bad,” head coach Mario
Andaya said.
The match will also see two
of the top blockers in the nation go head to head in CWU’s
Wheelhouse and WWU’s Joslyn
Bopray.
Wheelhouse has been a top 10
blocker in NCAA DII for three
years. She also holds the CWU
record for most blocks in a game.
“I’m excited going into these
last few matches as a Wildcat,:
Wheelhouse said. “It hasn’t really hit me yet that these are my
last conference games ever.”
Wheelhouse is currently leading the nation in blocks with an
average 1.5 per set. As a team,
CWU is second in the nation in
blocks per set.
Western is currently ranked No.
1 in the conference with a 16-1
GNAC record. They are currently on a 15-game win streak.
“WWU is playing well right
now and they have a lot of weapons on oﬀense. If both teams
play well it should be a highly
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Senior Sabrina Wheelhouse leads the nation in blocks per set. WWU sophomore Joslyn Bopray isn’t far behind.

contested match,” Andaya said.
Western is currently on top
of the conference standings and
has the second best blocker in the
country in Joslyn Bopray, who averages 1.48 blocks per set. Western
is third in the nation in blocks.
“We are improving each
week and we really like how
we’re playing right now,” Andaya said. “This late in the season we need to be playing our
best to have a chance at playoﬀs
so it’s nice to see we are a better
team than when we started.”
If the season were to end today, the Wildcats would be in
the regional playoﬀs. With these
last few games coming up the
Wildcats will try to make a push.

Western is the 8th best team in
the country, and similar to CWU
their team is young. While CWU
only has two seniors on the roster, WWU has three.
“Us and WWU are always a
good matchup and I’m looking
forward to playing them. It’ll be
a strong physical game,” junior
outside hitter Madison Weg said.
Western won the ﬁrst of two
matchups against CWU this
season with a score of 3-1 both
times. CWU led the game in
blocks, Weg recorded ﬁve blocks
and Wheelhouse had four.
Weg is a right side blocker
and hitter. Her role is to block
the outside hitters, to play smart
and make the right hits.

With CWU being so young,
the players have time to mesh
together and create a chemistry.
“I’m proud of the team and
how much we have improved over
the season. We have really good
team chemistry and have a ton of
talent on the team,” Weg said.
These last couple games have
a lot of meaning, to them as a
win or a loss could move CWU’s
ranking. Alaska Anchorage is just
one game behind CWU and a
win could separate the Wildcats.
A win in the last couple
matches will most likely push
the Wildcats into the playoﬀs.
A loss could potentially knock
them out depending on how the
rest of the teams play.

Pregnant?

You have options.

CARING & CONFIDENTIAL

Stop in for a free pregnancy test.

Find us:
CareNetEllensburg.org

Call us:
(509)925-2273

Visit us:
111 E 4th Ave • Ellensburg

Sugar Thai Cuisine
The Best of Thai Food

10% Off Any Purchase Sugar Thai Cuisine
(509).933.4224 • Fax (509).933.4288
306 N Pine St, Ellensburg, WA 98926

Open 7 Days a Week
Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am - 9:30pm
Sun. Noon - 9pm

